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AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING & 
LEGISLATIVE 
UPDATES

– Michael Chaney, Catalyst Program Director, Florida Housing Coalition
The State Housing Initiatives Partnership is funded by a docu-
mentary stamp tax. In 2026, the Florida Legislature allocated 
$165.7million statewide across 125 cities/counties.

 • Regional allocations for ARPC counties:
  o Calhoun, Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson, Liberty, 
      Wakulla: $350,000 each
  o Jackson County: $359,058
  o Leon County: $2.1 million (split between county 
     $700K and Tallahassee $1.4M)
 • Income requirements:
  o Minimum 30% for very low income (≤50% area 
                median income)
  o Minimum 60% combined for very low + low 
       income (50-80% AMI)
  o Remaining funds can assist up to 140% AMI
 • Set-aside requirements:
  o 10% maximum for administration
  o 65% minimum for homeownership assistance
  o 75% minimum for construction/rehabilitation
  o 20% minimum for special needs populations

The most common uses for SHIP allocations are homebuyer 
assistance (down payment, closing costs) and home rehabilita-
tion/repair. Examples throughout the Region include:

 • Calhoun County: $15,000 homebuyer assistance
 • Leon County new construction: $70,000 developer 
     subsidy + $50,000 buyer assistance reduced  
     $270,000 home to $153,000 financing
 • Jackson County special needs housing: Endeavor 
     Academy student housing reconstruction
 • Gulf County disaster recovery: Mobile home 
     replacement for Hurricane Michael victims

New SB 594 legislation removes 20% cap on manufactured 
housing assistance. In addition, utility rebate partnerships are 
available with FPL and Duke Energy for energy efficiency 
improvements.

Home built in Leon County utilizing SHIP funds.
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EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
ACTIONS
The following actions were taken by the Executive 
Committee at the April 23rd, 2026 Executive Committee 
Meeting:
• Directed staff to draft a proposal outlining ARPC 

assistance to ARCA
• Approved Resolution 2026-08 (Wakulla CTC 

Provider)
• Approved the FY2025-2026 Budget Amendment
• Declined employer immigration sponsorship; 

providing letter of support instead

GULF COUNTY & FRANKLIN COUNTY

REAL ESTATE MARKET 
VALUE ASSESSMENT

In Partnership with Apalachee Regional Planning Council, Reinvestment Fund, and Jesse Ball DuPont Foundation
– Caroline Smith, ARPC Staff
Housing data analysis helps local decision 
makers to identify and understand the el-
ements of their local real estate markets. 
It is an objective tool built on local admin-
istrative data and validated with local 
experts. With this analysis, public officials 
can more precisely target intervention 
strategies in weak markets and support 
sustainable growth in stronger markets.

The study area of this project is comprised 
of Gulf and Franklin counties, including the 
municipalities of Port St. Joe, Wewahitch-
ka, Apalachicola, and Carrabelle. With ob-
jective, rigorously analyzed housing data, 
local stakeholders can make decisions 
about resource allocation, set priorities 
for service delivery, and tailor intervention 
strategies to particular areas based on 
the strengths and challenges shown in the 
data.

Data compiled can be utilized in a variety 
of ways, including but not limited to:
• informing Qualified Allocation Plans, 
• informing land re-use prioritization, 
• and advocating for Affordable Housing 

Funds.
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6 The following actions were taken by the Council 

at the May 28th, 2026 Full Council Meeting:
• Approved Financial Summary through 03.2026
• Ratified April Executive Committee Actions
• Approved Resolution 2026-09
• Approved Resolution 2026-10

Gulf & Franklin 
counties (pictured 

above) comprise the 
study area. An 

example of data 
comprised in a 

Jacksonville study 
(pictured to the 

right). 

UPCOMING FESTIVALS 
• Watermelon Festival – Jefferson 
• Summer Concert in the Park – Jackson
• The Artists’ Festival – Jackson
• Summer Concert in the Park – Jackson 
• Swamp Stomp Music Festival – Leon
• Tallahassee Beer Festival – Leon
• Annual Ice Cream Social – Calhoun 
• Florida Scallop, Music & Arts Festival – Gulf
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NEXT ARPC BOARD MEETING: AUGUST 27TH, 2026

We are thrilled to announce that Gianna Brooks 
will be joining the ARPC Housing team! Ms. Brooks 
has been a wonderful addition to the team during 
her internship, and we are so excited that she will 
continue her journey with us!W
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ARPC staff anticipates upcoming grant cycles for the 
following opportunities:

• Florida Commerce Community Planning Technical 
Assistance grant, 

• Rural Infrastructure Fund grant, 
• Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

through Florida Commerce
• FDOT Beautification Grant
• Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program
• Transportation Regional Incentive Program 
• Safe Routes to School
For assistance with grant proposal development, 
please contact ARPC staff.

ANTICIPATED GRANT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Phase II of 
Franklin -98 
construction 
is complete, 
& permitting 
is underway 
for Phase III.

LEMOYNE’S CHAIN OF PARKS ART FESTIVAL
ARPC staff participated in the 2026 Chain of Parks 
Art Festival, and what a success! As a community 
partner, ARPC was located in the Community 
Corner on East Park Avenue, and provided a “Plan 
Your Own Park” hands-on activity that appealed 
to all ages! ARPC staff also developed a coloring 
and activity book all about Regional Planning, for 
people to take with them and learn more about 
what the Council does and the impact we have 
throughout the Region. 

ARPC Executive Director Chris Rietow joined Commissioner 
Minor and Commissioner Porter (pictured above) for the 
Exhibition Launch of the Florida Wildlife Corridor Foundation 
adventure!
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ARPC proudly serves as a 
catalyst for responsible growth &
development in the Apalachee Region 
of Florida. Our dedicated staff work 
closely with local governments, 
community organizations, & 
stakeholders on a variety of challenges, 
developing innovative solutions from a 
Regional perspective. Fully committed 
to collaboration and community 
engagement, ARPC is better able to 
position our member governments, 
creating access and leverage 
for funding. Our team works 
tirelessly to address the 
unique challenges and
opportunities that shape the 
landscape of our communities. 
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HOW CAN 
WE HELP?

850.488.6211


